TALKING TO INSIDERS
PROJECT

An ethnographic perspective cannot be complete unless you talk to the
insiders of the subculture. As such, this assignment will enable you to:
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Develop effective interview questions.
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Debunk myths and stereotypes about the
subculture.
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OBJECTIVES

Code and transcribe interviews.
Use a variety of strategies to engage in
qualitative data interpretation.

PROJECT

DESCRIPTION
Prepare for the interviews by
conducting preliminary research
on your informants and then
write your interview questions.

Identify and reach out to your
informants to set up a time
and venue for the interview.

Show up on time and
conduct the interviews. Take
notes and record them with
your informants' permission.

Transcribe and
analyze them for
patterns, repetitions,
themes, and outliers.

In a two-page essay, make an argument
where you report your findings by focusing
on the following items:
Describe your informants.
Describe the setting.
Show your informants' language (insider phrases, jargon, occupation terms).
Show your questions and your reactions to your informants' responses.
Draw connections between the interview findings and the subculture.
Discuss what you have learned from the interviews.
Discuss the themes that emerge from your interviews.
Discuss your preconceptions that were changed through the interview process.
What would you have done differently?

PROJECT

F O R M AT

PROJECT

E VA L U AT I O N C R I T E R I A
Your paper should:
State and develop a coherent thesis
Support the thesis with evidence from the themes that
emerged from your analysis
Analyze and interpret your informants’ language
Identify your positionality as a fieldworker
Use a clear and logical organization
Be clear, engaging, and error-free
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